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Israel-Palestine: Abandoning the basic moral
principle that all human beings were created
equal (“b’tselem elohim”) is a loss of
humanity

Attacks on Israeli Civilians by Palestinians

Thursday 12 October 2023, by B'Tselem (Date first published: 9 October 2023).

On Saturday, Hamas committed a shocking crime whose horrifying dimensions are slowly becoming
clear. Hundreds of Palestinian militants entered Israeli territory and opened fire indiscriminately,
killing hundreds of civilians and injuring thousands. They burned down homes with the occupants
inside and kidnapped more than 100 people - including children, women and elderly people - to be
used as bargaining chips. Many others are still missing, their fate unknown.

Witness accounts and footage have been pouring in of people locked in their homes for hours,
terrified, while militants roam, shooting, outside and even within the house; of people taken hostage;
of partygoers fleeing in every direction under gunfire, with hundreds killed; and of families who still
do not know what happened to loved ones taken into the Gaza Strip.

Meanwhile, Israeli government ministers now calling to kill, destroy, crush and even starve the
residents of Gaza forget that this is already Israeli policy. The military is currently bombarding Gaza
even though it is clear, once again, that many of the victims are civilians - including women, children
and the elderly.

Intentional attacks on civilians are prohibited and unacceptable. There is no justification for such
crimes, whether they are committed as part of a struggle for freedom from oppression or cited as
part of a war against terror.

Abandoning the basic moral principle that all human beings were created equal (“b’tselem elohim”)
is a loss of humanity.

Btselem

P.S.

* Btselem. 09 October 2023:
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