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Both Russia and Israel justify their invasions under the auspices of 'self-defence’, and in
both cases, that is untrue
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he shockwaves from the Russia-Ukraine war quickly reached Israel, revealing some embarrassing
truths and challenging Israelis to see their country as it actually is - so very different than what they
like to imagine.

It began with Foreign Minister Yair Lapid’s declaration, shortly after the war began, that Russia’s
invasion was “a grave violation of the international order”. Under other circumstances, this might
almost have been amusing, highlighting Israel’s longstanding lack of self-awareness of its own less
attractive attributes - like a camel that can’t see its own hump.

Perhaps when this accursed Russian war in Ukraine is over, the world will
acknowledge that there is no difference between one occupation and another

Russia is severely flouting the international order. But what of Israel? Has any other country so
blatantly and arrogantly transgressed against the international order for so many years? Is there a
single decision by major international institutions concerning its affairs that Israel has not ignored
or boldly violated?

How was Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 1982, or its subsequent military occupation, any different
than Russia’s invasion of Ukraine? How are Israel’s frequent incursions into Gaza, sowing death and
destruction, different than Russia’s invasion of Crimea? And besides the timeframe, how does
Israel’s five-decade occupation of the West Bank, with no end in sight, differ from Russia’s recent
occupation of Ukraine?
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It is amazing to see the resemblance, and even more amazing to see many Israelis denying and
repressing it. Both Russia and Israel justify their invasions under the auspices of “self-defence”, and
in both cases, that is untrue.

Both see the occupied land as the land of their forefathers, part of their heritage, belonging
rightfully to them. Ukraine is the cradle of Russianness, the West Bank of Judaism (of course, this
bears no relation to any right of sovereignty). Both also try to deny the existence of the other people
present, Ukrainians and Palestinians.

_Similar violations

The modes of action are also frighteningly similar: violent armed invasions as a solution to real or
imagined problems. The Russians claim they invaded Ukraine to stop “genocide”, “de-Nazify” the
regime and demilitarise the country. The Israelis proclaimed dismayingly similar goals prior to
invading Gaza and Lebanon: self-defence, replacing a “terrorist” regime and demilitarisation.

Both Russia and Israel view their military advantage as permission to behave in such a fashion. Both
promise to harm only military targets, and yet both kill innocent civilians, sometimes without
acknowledging the distinction. Their armies are almost equally violent, although in recent days, the
Russian army appears to be surpassing even the Israeli military in cruelty and in the alleged
commission of war crimes against an innocent civilian population - hardly a consolation.

Israel’s war crimes and flouting of international law have been perpetrated for a long time, with no
end in sight. Not a day goes by without blatant Israeli violations of international law, from the
settlement enterprise, to the transfer of prisoners to the occupier’s territory, to the misappropriation
of natural resources in the occupied territories, to the imposition of collective punishment.

Criminal violations have become a daily routine under Israeli occupation, from detentions without
trial, to killings of innocent civilians, to a failure to prosecute Israeli perpetrators of criminal acts, to
the denial of basic human rights to Palestinians.

Israel, the darling of Europe and the US, is permitted to do what Russia cannot.
No one dares punish Israel

So what's the difference? It lies only in the judgment of the rest of the world, revealing double
standards and hypocrisy.

Just days after the occupation of Crimea in 2014, Europe was already announcing sanctions against
Russia. A week into the current invasion of Ukraine, the world was united in applying
unprecedentedly harsh sanctions against Moscow.

Meanwhile, an occupation more than a half-century old is met with global indifference and inaction.
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Israel, the darling of Europe and the US, is permitted to do what Russia cannot.

No one dares punish Israel. While the International Criminal Court for years dithered over a possible
war crimes investigation of Israel, it has already started probing the Russian invasion of Ukraine. If
this is not an international ethical double standard, what is it?

_Global silence

The world knows all of this and is silent. But no less amazing than the global silence is the fact that
many Israelis do not see reality this way. Mechanisms of brainwashing and indoctrination, operating
over decades, alongside the dynamics of repression, have led to a state of complete denial in Israeli
society.

When a Ukrainian teen throws a Molotov cocktail at a Russian tank, Israelis see it as a heroic act
worthy of encouragement. When a Palestinian teen does the same, propelled by the same
motivations and justifications, Israeli soldiers shoot him dead and the Israeli public denounces him
as a terrorist. Few Israelis acknowledge the overwhelming similarity between these two equally
legitimate acts of resistance against an occupation.

Russia-Ukraine war: Israel’s tricky balancing actRead More »

The Ukrainian is a hero, the Palestinian a terrorist. Russia is a cruel invader and occupier, while
Israel liberates territories and reclaims the land of its forebears, sans context.

Yet, perhaps there is some hope hiding here. Perhaps when this accursed Russian war in Ukraine is
over, the world will acknowledge that there is no difference between one occupation and another,
and will dare to draw the necessary conclusions.

Assuming that the sanctions the world has boldly imposed against Russia prove effective, forcing
Moscow to relinquish its expansionist dreams, maybe the world will understand that this is the way
to resist every occupation - certainly one that has already lasted for more than half a century,
threatening world peace.

Perhaps the world will finally understand that the only path to achieving an end to the Israeli
occupation runs through SWIFT, the international banking network, without which no country can
continue to do as it pleases and ignore the world’s response.

Gideon Levy

P.S.

* Middle East Eye 14 March 2022 13 46 UTC | Last update 1 week 3 days ago

* Gideon Levy is a Haaretz columnist and a member of the newspaper’s editorial board. Levy joined

Haaretz in 1982, and spent four years as the newspaper’s deputy editor. He was the recipient of the

Euro-Med Journalist Prize for 2008; the Leipzig Freedom Prize in 2001; the Israeli Journalists’ Union
Prize in 1997; and The Association of Human Rights in Israel Award for 1996. His new book, The


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-56687437
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/03/icc-launches-war-crimes-investigation-russia-invasion-ukraine
https://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?page=spipdf&spipdf=spipdf_article&id_article=61902&nom_fichier=ESSF_article-61902#outil_sommaire
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ukraine-molotov-cocktails-russia-tanks-b2025849.html
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/russia-ukraine-war-israel-tricky-balancing-act
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/russia-ukraine-war-west-account-crimes-what-about-israel
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/russia-ukraine-war-israel-denial-occupation-putin-parallels

Punishment of Gaza, has just been published by Verso.
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