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Pacific Islands Forum: China must apologise
for ’arrogance’, Nauru president demands
Monday 10 September 2018, by DOHERTY Ben (Date first published: 6 September 2018).

Tensions rise further at Pacific Islands Forum as leader accuses Beijing of ‘buying their
way’ through the region.

Nauru’s president has demanded China apologise for a senior envoy’s “crazy” behaviour at the
Pacific Islands Forum, and lashed out at Beijing’s “arrogant” presence in the region.

“They’re not our friends. They just need us for their own purposes,” President Baron Waqa said.
“Sorry, but I have to be strong on this because no one is to come and dictate things to us.”

“We’re seeing a lot of big countries coming in and sometimes buying their way through the Pacific,
some are extremely aggressive, even to the point that they tread all over us,” Waqa said. “From this
forum, all leaders [now] know how arrogant some of these people are.”

Waqa said such behaviour merited an apology from Beijing. “We won’t just seek an apology, we’ll
even take it up to the UN,” he said. “Not only that, I will mention it at the UN and every
international meeting.”

This year’s annual Pacific summit, which wraps up in Nauru this week, has been one of the most
contentious in the event’s 49-year history.

The animosity – fuelled by Nauru’s continued recognisance of Taiwan over China – erupted
spectacularly on Tuesday when the head of China’s delegation Du Qiwen attempted to address a
meeting but Waqa refused to let him speak until island leaders had finished. Leaked video shows
Waqa telling Du: “Show some respect.”

They’re not our friends. They just need us for their own purposes
Baron Waqa

The diplomatic spat pits Nauru – with a population of 11,000 and a landmass of just 21 square
kilometres – against an Asian superpower that is the most populous country on Earth, with 1.4
billion citizens.

Nauru has remained close to Taiwan largely through Taipei’s financial largesse. US diplomatic
cables dating from 2007 and leaked to Wikileaks stated Taiwan was paying Nauruan government
ministers a secret $5,000 monthly stipend in exchange for continuing relations. Other MPs received
$2,500 a month. The money was described as “project funding that requires minimal
accounting” [1].

Most of the buildings and infrastructure used to host the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) were built or
upgraded with Taiwanese money.
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Tensions between Nauru and China were first exposed before the forum even started, when Nauru
immigration officials refused to stamp the diplomatic passports of the Chinese delegation.

Tuesday’s treatment of the Chinese delegate was seen as a deliberate and public humiliation, the
source inside the closed-door meeting said, and a reflection of Pacific suspicions about Chinese
intent in the region.

Waqa told a media conference late on Wednesday Du was a “nobody” and “crazy”.

“Would he behave like that in front of his own president? I doubt it.”He disrespected the Pacific, the
forum island leaders and other ministers who have come to join us in our territory. Are you kidding?
Look at him, he’s a nobody.

“He’s not even a minister and he’s demanding to be recognised and to speak before the prime
minister of Tuvalu. Is he crazy?”

Waqa’s exchange with Du highlighted sensitivities over Beijing’s rising influence in the Pacific.
China is set to overtake Australia as the largest donor to the region [2], after pledging US$4bn in aid
to the region last year.

There are concerns loans from China, if not serviced by small Pacific economies, could be called in
by Beijing in debt for equity swaps on disadvantageous terms, giving China increased military access
and strategic influence in the region.

China has shown no sign of backing down, with a foreign ministry spokeswoman saying on
Wednesday that Nauru violated forum regulations “and staged a bad farce”.
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• This article was amended on 7 September 2018 to clarify details stated in the US diplomatic cables
about Taiwanese-Nauru relations. After publication Taiwan contacted the Guardian to say: “While
we do not normally comment on WikiLeaks cables, this merits mention. Taiwan’s aid to diplomatic
allies is transparent, accountable and subject to international scrutiny”.

• Since you’re here…
… we [The Guardian ] have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of
time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.
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The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is free
from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or shareholders. No one
edits our Editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important because it enables us to give a voice to
the voiceless, challenge the powerful and hold them to account. It’s what makes us different to so
many others in the media, at a time when factual, honest reporting is critical.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure. For as little as €1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a minute. Thank
you.
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