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Wednesday 28 September 2005, by FIDH (Date first published: 27 July 2005).

Publication of a Report and Resource Guide for National Human Rights NGOs in view of
the 2005 WTO Ministerial Conference.

Over the ten-year history of the World Trade Organization (WTO), distrust and misinformation have
controlled the relationship between human rights advocates and trade experts. Yet it is now evident
to both ’'sides’ that trade-facilitated globalisation has profound human effects

The interactions between trade and human rights are complex: bidirectional, direct and indirect, and
positive and negative.

Given this context, and in preparation for the upcoming Hong Kong Ministerial in December 2005,
the recent FIDH training seminar on trade and human rights (May 2005) aimed to increase
advocates’ understanding of the dynamics of global trade and the WTO, and to equip them with
practical strategies for making human rights arguments in the trade arena, specifically with respect
to the “ecosoc” rights codified in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR).

This report is intended for all of whom are striving to reconcile the gap between human rights and
trade.
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