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North Korea sanctions bring nuclear issue to ’critical phase’, says China

• United Nations imposes sanctions on Pyongyang over nuclear ambitions

• Chinese and North Korean foreign ministers hold talks

The situation on the Korean peninsula is entering “a very critical phase”, China has warned after
new United Nations sanctions targeting Pyongyang were announced following its recent
intercontinental ballistic missile test.

Speaking in Manila before a regional security summit, China’s foreign minister, Wang Yi, said the
sanctions had been designed “to efficiently, or more efficiently, block North Korea’s nuclear missile
development”.

“Sanctions are needed but not the ultimate goal,” Wang added. “The purpose is to pull the peninsula
nuclear issue back to the negotiating table, and to seek a final solution to realise the peninsula
denuclearisation and long-term stability through negotiations.”

“After the resolution is passed, the situation on the peninsula will enter a very critical phase,” Wang
warned, according to China’s state broadcaster CGTN. “We urge all parties to judge and act with
responsibility in order to prevent tensions from escalating.”

Wang met his North Korean counterpart, Ri Yong Ho, on Sunday who reportedly smiled continuously
as he shook the Chinese official’s hand. According to Reuters, journalists were not given access to a
meeting between the two men.

On Saturday Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to the United Nations, said “further action is required”
against North Korea.

Earlier, National Security Adviser HR McMaster said Donald Trump had been “deeply briefed” on
recent missile tests carried out by Pyongyang, and said the US would do “everything we can to to
pressure this regime” while seeking to avoid “a very costly war”.

Haley spoke to the UN security council after the 15-member body imposed the new sanctions
against North Korea, in response to its two long-range missiles tests in July.

“We should not fool ourselves into thinking we have solved the problem,” Haley said. “Not even
close. The North Korean threat has not left us, it is rapidly growing more dangerous. Further action
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is required. The United States is taking and will continue to take prudent defensive measures to
protect ourselves and our allies.”

Washington would continue annual military exercises with South Korea, Haley said.

The UN-approved sanctions include a ban on exports worth more than $1bn, a huge bite out of
North Korea’s total exports, valued at $3bn last year. Countries are also banned from giving any
additional permits to North Korean laborers – another source of money for the regime of Kim Jong-
un – and all new joint ventures with North Korean companies and foreign investment in existing ones
are banned.

Nine North Koreans, mainly officials or representatives of companies and banks, have been added to
the UN sanctions blacklist, banning travel and freezing assets. An asset freeze has also been
imposed on two companies and two banks.

The US-drafted sanctions were negotiated with China, North Korea’s chief ally, and are aimed at
making Pyongyang return to negotiations on its nuclear and missile programs.

“All of this ICBM and nuclear irresponsibility has to stop,” Haley told reporters as she headed to the
council to vote. Later, she told council members the sanctions represented “the single largest
economic package ever levelled against the North Korean regime”.

Earlier, China called for a halt to the deployment of the US Thaad anti-missile defense system in
South Korea and for relevant equipment to be dismantled, UN ambassador Liu Jieyi told the security
council.

“The deployment of the Thaad system will not bring a solution to the issue of [North Korea’s] nuclear
testing and missile launches,” Liu said, also urging North Korea to “cease taking actions that might
further escalate tensions”.

McMaster spoke early on Saturday, in an interview with MSNBC host Hugh Hewitt. As it was
“impossible to overstate the danger” posed by North Korea, he said, the administration was keeping
on the table all options including a targeted military strike. But McMaster acknowledged that any
war “would be a very costly war, in terms of in terms of the suffering of mainly the South Korean
people”.

“So what we have to do is is everything we can to to pressure this regime,” he said, “to pressure Kim
Jong-un and those around him such that they conclude it is in their interest to denuclearize.”

Tom Phillips in Beijing and agencies

* The Guardian. Sunday 6 August 2017 06.46 BST First published on Saturday 5 August 2017 22.30
BST:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/05/un-north-korea-sanctions-nikki-haley

 US seeks UN ban on North Korea exports of coal, iron, lead and seafood
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 United States aims for vote on Saturday to impose sanctions on North Korea’s
$3bn export industry following its missile tests in July

A US-drafted United Nations security council resolution aims to slash by a third North Korea’s $3bn
annual export revenue by banning the country’s trade of coal, iron, iron ore, lead, lead ore and
seafood.

A council diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said there was a “high confidence” that
North Korea ally China and Russia would support the draft resolution, which was circulated to the
15 security council members on Friday.

The United States is aiming for a vote on Saturday to impose the stronger sanctions over North
Korea’s two intercontinental ballistic missile tests in July, though Russia and some other council
members are asking for more time, diplomats said.

A resolution needs nine votes in favour, and no vetoes by the US, China, Russia, France or Britain, to
be adopted.

The draft resolution would also prohibit countries from increasing the current numbers of North
Korean laborers working abroad, ban new joint ventures with North Korea and any new investment
in current joint ventures.

“These are export sectors where this money is viewed as a critical, critical source of hard currency
that the North immediately turns around into its fantastically expensive war machine and these just
amazingly expensive ballistic missile and nuclear weapons programs,” the diplomat said.

The draft resolution would also add nine individuals and four entities to the UN blacklist, including
North Korea’s primary foreign exchange bank, subjecting them to a global asset freeze and travel
ban.

The US and China have been negotiating the draft text for the past month. Typically, they agree
sanctions on North Korea before formally involving other council members.

US President Donald Trump’s administration has been frustrated that China has not done more to
rein in North Korea and Washington has threatened to impose new sanctions on Chinese firms doing
business with Pyongyang.

“The Trump administration should issue new sanctions against China at the same time the new
resolution is adopted as Beijing is still violating US law by allowing its companies, individuals and
banks to facilitate North Korea’s sanctions evasion,” said Anthony Ruggiero, a Foundation for
Defense of Democracies senior fellow and former US Treasury official.

China has also been upset by possible moves by the Trump administration to exert trade pressure on
Beijing.

“[The draft] appears to reflect a compromise between the US and China in several areas,” Bonnie
Glaser, senior adviser for Asia at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said. “It notably
does not include any reduction in Chinese crude oil shipments to North Korea.”

While supportive of new UN action, Security Council member Sweden said sanctions alone could not
solve the problem.
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“More creative diplomacy is urgently needed. A long-term solution can only be achieved through
dialogue and negotiations,” said Sweden’s deputy UN ambassador Carl Skau.

The United States had been informally keeping Britain and France in the loop on the bilateral
negotiations, while US ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley said China had been sharing
the draft and negotiating with Russia.

Reuters
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P.S.

* Since you’re here …
… we [The Guardian] have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we
haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of
time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and
not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information.
Thomasine F-R.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much
more secure.
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