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Declaration before the Ban Ki-Moon Climate
Summit: Mobilize and organize to Stop and
Prevent Planet Fever!

Friday 19 September 2014, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 16 September 2014).

When we, as human beings, get a fever, we immediately get worried and take action. After all, we
know that if our body temperature rises to 1.52C, let alone 2°2C [3.6 2F] above the normal average,
there can be severe damage, while an increase of 4-62C [7.2-10.8 2F] or more can cause a comatose
situation and even death.

So it is, when planet Earth gets a fever. For the past 11,000 years, the average temperature of the
Earth has been around 14°C [57.29F]. It is now about to reach an increase of 12C. And, if we do not
take appropriate measures now to stop this fever from spreading, the forecast is that our planet will
be well on its way to anywhere between 2°C to 6°C rise in temperature before the end of this
century. Under such feverish conditions, life as we know it will dramatically change on planet Earth.

We have no other recourse but to take action now. Not just any action but the right action and at the
right time. When, for example, a human person has a fever, we urge them to rest their body, give
them a lot of liquids, prescribe the right medicine, and if the fever goes up we bring them to the
hospital and try to find the underlying cause of the fever, which can range from a simple infection to
life-threatening diseases like cancer.

Right Prescriptions

In the case of a planetary fever, the right prescription requires at least 10 actions to be undertaken
and applied.

1. Make immediate binding commitments — not voluntary pledges — to control planetary
temperature rise to no more than 1.59C [2.7 9F] this century by reducing global greenhouse gas
emissions per year to 38 Gigatons by 2020.

2. Let the Earth rest by making binding commitments to leave more than 80% of known fossil fuel
reserves under the soil and beneath the ocean floor.

3. Move away from resource extractivism by placing bans on all new exploration and exploitation of
oil, bitumen sands, oil shale, coal, uranium, and natural gas including pipeline infrastructure like
Keystone XL.

4. Accelerate the development and transition to renewable energy alternatives such as wind, solar,
geothermal and tidal power with more public and community ownership and control.

5. Promote local production and consumption of durable goods to satisfy the fundamental needs of
the people and avoid the transport of goods that can be produced locally.

6. Stimulate the transition from industrialized, export-oriented agriculture for the global
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supermarket to community-based production to meet local food needs based on food sovereignty.

7. Adopt and apply Zero Waste strategies for the recycling and disposal of trash and the retrofitting
of buildings to conserve energy for heating and cooling.

8. Improve and expand public transportation for moving people and freight within urban centres and
between cities within urban regions through efficient trains.

9. Develop new sectors of the economy designed to create new jobs that restore the balance and
equilibrium of the Earth system such as climate jobs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and Earth
restoration jobs.

10. Dismantle the war industry and military infrastructure in order to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions generated by warfare, and divert war budgets to promote genuine peace.

Wrong Prescriptions

At the same time, we must also be aware that all actions are not appropriate actions and that some
initiatives can worsen the situation. Perhaps our most pressing challenge is the fact that big
corporations are capturing the climate agenda to make new businesses designed to take advantage
of the crises. In response, we need to send a message, loud and clear, to corporations: ‘Stop
Exploiting the Tragedy of Climate Change!’

More specifically, we need to resist the ‘greening of capital’ as the solution by rejecting the
following policies, strategies and measures:

* The commodification, financialization and privatization of the functions of nature through the
promotion of a false “green economy” agenda which places a price on nature and creates new
derivative markets that will only increase inequality and expedite the destruction of nature.

¢ This means saying No to REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation) ...
No to Climate Smart Agriculture, Blue Carbon and Biodiversity offsetting — all of which are
designed to create new for-profit business for corporations.

» Techno-fix “solutions” like geo-engineering, genetically modified organisms, agrofuels, industrial
bioenergy, synthetic biology, nanotechnology, hydraulic fracking, nuclear projects, waste-to-energy
generation based on incineration, and others.

* Mega and unnecessary infrastructure projects that do not benefit the population and are net
contributors to greenhouse gasses like, mega dams, excessively huge highways, stadiums for world
cups, etc.

* Free trade and investment regimes that promote trade for profit and undercut domestic labor,
destroy nature, and substantially reduce the capacity of nations to define their own economic, social
and environmental priorities.

Preventative Cure

Finally, we also need to go beyond identifying right and wrong prescriptions to naming the disease
that constantly causes and drives this planetary fever. If we don’t take this step, the fever will keep
coming back again and again in a much more aggressive way. We need to take stock of the roots of
the disease in order to weather the storm.



Scientists have clearly traced the problem of increasing greenhouse gas emissions back to the
industrial revolution 250 years ago while tracking the spurt that has taken place during the past
century. From this analysis, it is clear that the industrial model of increased extraction and
productivism for the profit of a few is the prime cause of the problem. We need to replace capitalism
with a new system that seeks harmony between humans and nature and not an endless growth
model that the capitalist system promotes in order to make more and more profit. We need a system
that links climate change and human rights and provides for the protection of most vulnerable
communities like migrants, and recognizes the rights of Indigenous peoples.

Mother Earth and her natural resources cannot sustain the consumption and production needs of
this globalized modern industrialized society. We require a new system that addresses the needs of
the majority and not of the few. To move in this direction, we need a redistribution of the wealth that
is now controlled by the 1%. In turn, this requires a new definition of wellbeing and prosperity for all
life on the planet under the limits and in recognition of the rights of our Mother Earth and Nature.

We urgently need to organize and mobilize in September in New York and the world to push for a
process of transformation that can address the structural causes that are driving the climate crisis.

INITIATORS

Alternatives International

ATTAC - France

Coordinadora Latinoamericana de Organizaciones del Campo - La Via Campesina (CLOC-LVC)
Corporate Europe Observatory

Ecologistas en Accion

ETC Group

Fairwatch - Italy

Focus on the Global South

Fundacién Soldn - Bolivia

Global Campaign to Dismantle Corporate Power and end TNCs’ impunity
Global Forest Coalition

Grassroots Global Justice Alliance

Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) - Nigeria
Indigenous Environmental Network

La Via Campesina

Migrants Rights International

No-REDD Africa Network

OilWatch International

Polaris Institute - Canada

SENTRO - Philippines

Thai Climate Justice Working Group (TC]J)
Transnational Institute

ENDORSING ORGANIZATIONS

Accao Académica para o Desenvolvimento das Comunidades Rurais (ADECRU), Mozambique
Action Jeunesse pour le Développement (AJED-Congo)

ActionAid

Adéquations, France

ADENY, France

AFRICANDO, Gran Canaria, Espana

Aitec-IPAM, France



Alianza politica sector de mujeres, Guatemala
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SERR - Servicios Ecumenicos para Reconcilacion y Reconstruccion
Share The World’s Resources, UK

Siembra, Mexico
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Social Movements for an Alternative Asia (SMAA)

Sociedad Civil Amigos del Viento Meteorologia Ambiente Desarrollo, Uruguay
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Stop nucléaire Besangon, France
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Support for Women in Agriculture and Environment (SWAGEN), Uganda
Syndicat Autonome des Travailleurs de la Sénégalaise des Eaux (SAT-SDE)
Swarna Hansa Foundation, Sri Lanka

System Change not Climate Change, Canada & US

Taca Agir pour le climat

Terra Nuova

Thai Poor Act, Thailand
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The International Grail Movement

The Woodlandleague, Ireland

Third World Health Aid, Belgium

Timberwatch Coalition

Touche pas a mon schiste, France

TripleA Marbella, Spain

Uganda Coalition for Sustainable Development

Umphilo waManzi, South Africa
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Université Nomade, France

Urgenci Community Supported Agriculture network Europe
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VOICE, Bangladesh
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World Rural Forum

Youth Action, Nepal

Young Environment Leaders League (YELL), Philippines

Young Leaders Initiative - CAR, Philippines

Young People We Care - YPWC, Ghana

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom - WILPF US
World Rainforest Movement
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Mouvement des objecteurs de croissance MOC
EELV Les Jalles 33160 Saint Médard en Jalles
Europe Ecologie les Verts des Landes
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Comitato saronnese “L’Altra Europa con Tsipras’
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Labor Party-Philippines
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