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Indian general elections: Intellectuals flag
threat to secular polity - The danger of the
“alliance of corporate capital and communal
forces”

Friday 11 April 2014, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 6 April 2014).

A group of noted academics, artists and concerned citizens have issued an appeal, in the
context of Elections 2014, to defend India’s secular democracy.

The statement, the lead signatories to which are Zoya Hasan, Rooprekha Verma, Sashi

Kumar, Vivan Sundaram, Achin Vanaik, Jayati Ghosh and Prabhat Patnaik, said:

“Never before in post-independence India have political forces, which are a front for an organisation
committed to creating a Hindu Rashtra, made as strong a bid for power as in the coming elections.
These forces are led by a person who presided over a pogrom against Muslims in Gujarat in 2002
and has never expressed any contrition over his role in that ghastly incident. And they enjoy the
backing of the most powerful corporate houses in the country. The prospect of this alliance of
corporate capital and communal forces coming to power constitutes a palpable threat to the future
of our secular democracy.

“We urge all responsible individuals and political formations to ponder over the situation and
urgently take whatever steps are necessary for defending our secular democracy. We appeal to the
electorate to foil this corporate-communal alliance’s bid for power by voting against the BJP-led
NDA.”
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