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Egypt: Against the massacres and the
military’s “mandate”
Friday 2 August 2013, by Revolutionary Socialists (Date first published: 28 July 2013).

A NEW massacre shocked Egyptians when they learned about it at dawn on Saturday, adding to the
bloody record of the Interior Ministry and the military, just hours after the millions-strong
demonstrations for the “mandate” from the people demanded by the Ministry of Defense. This is the
first tidings of the mandate are to whitewash evidence of the state in confronting protests by force of
arms.

We defend the right of the populace—all of the populace—to express their opinion by every means of
peaceful expression, from demonstrations and sit-ins to strikes. This right was one that the January
revolution won, thanks to the blood of our martyrs. We condemn this massacre, which claimed the
lives of dozens of the poor from the provinces and the youth of the Brotherhood.

Nowhere among them were their leaders, who we see only upon the stages or the satellite channels
supported by America, calling for violence in the name of religion. We don’t see any of their names
or their children among those murdered or injured. Yet they urge the youth to face down the
brutality of the police, who have decided that their “mandate” means confronting protests with
murder.

The guns aimed at the breasts of the Brotherhood today will quickly be turned around to take aim at
the breasts of the revolutionaries and those protesting against the regime among the workers and
the poor, on the pretext of keeping the wheels of production turning.

The Brotherhood today is reaping some of what it has sown by the hand of its own Interior Minister,
who this past January killed dozens of people, and by their crimes against the residents of El-Manial
and Bayn al-Sarayat and Giza and others, the most recent victims coming on Saturday at Al-Qaed
Ibrahim and on Sunday with the attacks on churches. These have created a mighty wave of popular
anger against the Brotherhood that is being exploited by the army and the police to gain their
mandate, on the excuse of combatting terrorism.

The omens of a return of Mubarak’s dictatorial regime are lost on no one. We have witnessed the
clearest of these signs in the speech of the new Interior Minister yesterday about the return of men
fired from the state security services to their old jobs of tracking political and religious activities. We
have seen it in the threat to use the emergency law to disperse the sit-ins, and the intervention of
the army in the workers’ sit-in at Suez Steel, among others.

This feeds our doubts about the role of the current government and the extent of its involvement in
these crimes, particularly Hazem el-Beblawi, the prime minister who was the first to support the
military’s “mandate” in the march at the presidential palace. It begs questions as well about those
elements rejected by the revolution because of their positions after the massacre.

It is impossible for the armed forces to disperse the sit-ins and end the crisis, but it is possible for
them to deepen that crisis. There is no true solution to the current crisis of our revolution other than
a political path that adopts a clear vision for transitional justice, including guarantees of retribution
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against all those who have committed crimes against the rights of the people and our revolution—the
figures of Mubarak’s regime and the military council, and also the Brotherhood and its allies.

We call to all of the proud revolutionary and social forces, to the free people among the workers and
students and professionals and farmers and everyone else. We call upon you to participate in
building a fighting revolutionary front so we can together confront both this increasing military
fascism, as well as the opportunism and the crimes of the Brotherhood. This front must complete the
goals of the January revolution and its second wave on June 30 against all those who betray it—the
feloul, the military and the Brotherhood. It must achieve the goals of bread, freedom, social justice
and human dignity for which the revolution still rages in Egypt.

Glory to the martyrs, victory to the revolution, disgrace upon the murderers—every murderer. All
power and wealth to the people.

Revolutionary Socialists
July 28, 2013
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* http://socialistworker.org/2013/07/29/the-militarys-new-massacres

* Translation by Jess Martin.
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