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Presentation of Focus on the Global South

Tuesday 2 August 2005, by Focus on the Global South (Date first published: 2 August 2005).

Self-presentation of Focus on the Global South, taken from its website, August 2, 2005.

Focus on the Global South is a program of development policy research, analysis and action. Focus
engages in research, analysis, advocacy and grassroots capacity building on critical issues. It was
founded in 1995 and is currently attached to the Chulalongkorn University Social Research Institute
(CUSRI) in Bangkok, Thailand.

Focus was founded, the same year the World Trade Organization came into existence. At that time,
the system of corporate-driven globalisation was at its apogee. Focus’s program and structure
reflected the priorities of a people’s movement that was facing a steep uphill struggle as it grappled
with the impact of globalisation on the daily lives and struggles of the poor and marginalized people
in the South. Today, corporate-driven globalisation is suffering a deep crisis of legitimacy globally
and is on the ideological defensive, even as its poverty-creating, inequality-increasing, and
ecologically destructive structure and dynamics continue to grind on.

Focus has also traveled considerably from its starting point. It is today widely considered a “key
player” in the global movement for a different and better world. Its analyses of global developments
are extensively consulted, as are its suggestions for structural change.

Focus’ goals have not changed. They continue to be the dismantling of oppressive economic and
political structures and institutions, the creation of liberating structures and institutions,
demilitarization, and the promotion of peace-building instead of conflict. It is the programmatic and
organizational expressions of these goals that need to be adapted to the changes in the global
balance of forces.
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