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Thousands of Climate Change Activists
Gather in Washington for ’Forward On
Climate’ Rally
Monday 25 February 2013, by KILKENNY Allison (Date first published: 18 February 2013).

An estimated 40,000 people gathered on the National Mall in Washington, DC, on Sunday for the
Forward on Climate Rally. Environmentalist groups 350.org and the Sierra Club participated in the
rally and subsequent march to the White House to urge President Obama to take action against
climate change and reject the Keystone XL pipeline.

The event appeared to divide activists into two camps: those who see Obama as an ally with whom
they simply need to plead with often and diligently enough so perhaps the president will yield to
their demands, and those who see their roles as dissidents who need to force Obama’s hand by
participating in blockades and other forms of direct action.

Tar Sands Blockade, a group of residents and climate justice organizers who use nonviolent direct
action in an attempt to halt the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, addressed concerns that
350.org and Sierra Club are simply opportunists unwilling to get their hands dirty utilizing
strategies like direct action.

“350 has backed us up a lot,” @KXLBlockade tweeted after the march [1]. “Sierra club is who you
should be tweeting at.”

On the Tar Sands Blockade website, activists preparing for the DC rally stated, “The fight against
Keystone XL is about much more than asking a few privileged leaders to do the right thing. It’s
about community resistance and resilience. It’s about traditionally marginalized people standing up
to build a better future.”

The Sierra Club only recently dipped its toes in the direct action pool when Executive Director
Michael Brune posted a statement that appeared to embrace more radical measures to halt KXL and
force politicians to address the climate change emergency:

“If you could do it nonstop, it would take you six days to walk from Henry David Thoreau’s Walden
Pond to President Barack Obama’s White House. For the Sierra Club, that journey has taken much
longer. For 120 years, we have remained committed to using every ‘lawful means’… Now, for the
first time in our history, we are prepared to go further,” said Brune in a written statement.

Brune quickly made good on his word when he, along with McKibben and about fifty others, were
arrested last week protesting KXL in front of the White House.

“President Obama holds in his hand a pen and the power to deliver on his promise of hope for our
children. Today, we are asking him to use that pen to to reject the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline,
and ensure that this dirty, dangerous export pipeline will never be built,” Brune said on Sunday [2].

During the rally, 350.org founder Bill McKibben said, “For twenty-five years our government has
basically ignored the climate crisis. Now people in large numbers are finally demanding they get to
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work.” He added, “We shouldn’t have to be here—science should have decided our course long ago.
But it takes a movement to stand up to all that money.”

Former White House green jobs adviser Van Jones told the crowd and the absent Obama, “This will
define your legacy, Mr. President.” [3]

“This president has the power to achieve the single biggest carbon reduction ever, by holding our
biggest carbon polluters—dirty power plants—accountable for what they dump into the air,” said
Jones, a trustee of the Natural Resources Defense Council and president of Rebuild the Dream.
“Cleaning up this pollution and using more clean energy will provide jobs to thousands of Americans,
save families real money when it comes to electricity bills and, most important, will make a real
difference in our health and the health of our children.”

Simultaneous rallies were held in cities all across the country, including in Los Angeles where a
coalition of more than ninety groups organized one of the largest climate change rallies ever staged
in the city, according to the Sierra Club.

Allison Kilkenny
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* From the Nation on February 18, 2013 - 9:38 AM ET:
http://www.thenation.com/blog/172968/thousands-climate-change-activists-gather-washington-forwa
rd-climate-rally?rel=emailNation#
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