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AfPak left-wing parties to work together for
peace

Thursday 1 March 2012, by Correspondent(s) (Date first published: 21 December 2011).

LAHORE, Dec 21: Left-wing parties of Pakistan and Afghanistan have got together for the first time
and agreed on working jointly for regional peace and progress. They have rejected any military
solution to the problems of Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The consensus was developed at a two-day consultation of Leftists from both countries on Regional
Political Context and its Impact on Pakistan and Afghanistan here on
Wednesday.They pledged to devote all their energies to building concrete alternatives to the false
choice between Nato and the Taliban. They sought the right to self-determination for Afghanistan as
well as adequate and relevant mechanisms to support and sustain it.

The participants belonged to the Awami Party, Pakistan Workers Party, Labour Party Pakistan,
Solidarity Party Afghanistan, Afghanistan Revolutionary Organization, Afghanistan Labour
Revolutionary Organization and the event was sponsored by the Swedish Left Party.

Alleging that in both neighbouring states the progressive forces had been pushed to the wall
through controlled democracies, they set their aim at working together to resist Nato strikes and
standing up as a “third option” to bring peace and make progress on both sides of the Durand Line.

Swedish Left Party representative Ann Carin Landstorm said they supported the dialogue to
strengthen left-wing progressive movements and parties. She called for a joint and meaningful peace
revolution in the region with the moral support of her party.

She welcomed the gathering after devastating periods of history in the region that led to anarchy,
chaos and terrorism instrumented by international imperialistic powers.

Afghanistan Revolutionary Organization's Faridoun Aryan, Afghanistan Labour Revolutionary
Organisation president Arif Afghani and Abdul Qadir Ranto and Nasir Shah of Solidarity Party
Afghanistan called for peace in their country and condemned the US-led Nato invasion. They urged
the Left to get united on a single platform and resist this regime with sincere efforts.

They called for better relations with Pakistani left-wing parties and expediting the efforts to resist
the “war on terror”.

Dr Lal Khan, Jamil Umar, Abdul Qadir Ranto and Farooq Tariq of the Labour Party Pakistan also
spoke.
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* From DAWN Newspaper:
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