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Khimki: Stop police reprisals against
antifascists in Russia!
Monday 2 August 2010, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 31 July 2010).

On July 30, Maxim Solopov and Alexei Gaskarov, two antifascist activists, were arrested in Moscow
without formal charges of any kind. Maxim and Alexei are well-known public spokesmen of the
growing movement of young people against neo-Nazi violence, and in recent years they have done
much to expose the connections amongst government agencies, the police, and ultra-rightists in
Russia.

Their arrests came on the heels of a series of dramatic events that unfolded in July around protests
against the destruction of a forest in Khimki, outside of Moscow. Because they have a stake in clear-
cutting the forest to make way for a multimillion-dollar toll highway between Moscow and
Petersburg, big business and state bureaucrats have unleashed a full-scale campaign of violence
against the local residents and environmentalists who make up the protest group. On July 23, their
peaceful camp in the forest was brutally attacked by private security guards and a gang of ultra-
rightist football hooligans hired by the construction company while the police stood by,
demonstratively refusing to intervene. The attacks against protesters continued during the week of
July 26, along with the clear-cutting of the Khimki Forest, one of the largest green belts near
Moscow.

On July 28, a group of radical antifascists estimated to number around 400 staged a symbolic action
against corporate, police and neo-Nazi lawlessness by throwing smoke bombs at the building of the
Khimki municipal administration, which bears direct responsibility for the situation that has
developed around the forest.

The action was carried out in a matter of minutes, and so police were unable to respond in time and
arrest any of the attackers. Despite the fact that they had no information about the identities of the
people who participated in the action, the following day the police detained and searched people
whose only crime is that they publicly express their antifascist and anti-capitalist stance. In addition,
two journalists who photographed and videotaped the action on July 28 were also detained.

According to press reports, “solving” the case of the attack on the Khimki administration building
has been made a priority at the very top, by the Russian Presidential Administration, which will now
attempt to find the guilty parties whatever the cost. Knowing the tactics of the Russian police and
secret services, we have no doubt that psychological and physical methods of coercion, including
torture, might well be used in the current investigation, especially because investigators presently
do not have a single piece of evidence that would link Alexei and Maxim to the attack.

It is no exaggeration to say that the future of the antifascist movement in Moscow depends on the
outcome of this case. Police officials have already told the press that “it’s time to put them in their
place” and smash this growing movement, which is not controlled by the authorities.

We call on all leftist and worker activists, antifascists and environmentalists to protest the police
reprisals against Alexei and Maxim.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW?

1. Send protest letters or make calls to the following addresses and phone numbers:

Moscow Region Prosecutor’s Office
Malyi Kiselnyi per., d. 5
107031 Moscow
Russian Federation
news mosoblproc.ru

Khimki Prosecutor’s Office
ul. Mayakovskogo, d. 30
141400 Khimki, Moscow Region
Russian Federation
+7 (495) 571-6235

Khimki Department of Internal Affairs
(current location of detainees)
ul. Gogolia, d. 6
141400 Khimki, Moscow Region
Russian Federation
+7 (495) 572-0202 (Duty Officer)
+7 (495) 572-1209 (Administrative Office)

2. Submit protest letters to the Russian Federation embassy or consulate in your area or,
better yet, organize protest actions demanding the immediate release of Maxim Solopov and Alexei
Gaskarov.

3. Send an online letter to the Russian president: http://eng.letters.kremlin.ru/.

4. Distribute this information as widely as possible.

Campaign Facebook Page: Freedom for Russian antifascists Alexei Gaskarov & Maxim Solopov!
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=123233894390151&v=wall#!/group.php?gid=123233894
390151&v=wall

P.S.

* http://chtodelat.wordpress.com/2010/08/02/khimki-territory-of-lawlessness/
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