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Who is really avoiding justice in Thailand?

Monday 15 February 2010, by UNGPAKORN Giles Ji (Date first published: February 2010).

February 6, 2010, is the first anniversary of the day I had to leave Thailand and seek political exile in
Britain. I left Thailand because it had become a dictatorship with no regard to international
standards of justice, democracy or human rights. I was charged with lese majeste for writing a book
which criticised the illegal military coup in 2006.

In the book I questioned the role of the king and the relationship between the army and the
monarchy. I asked whether the monarchy should have defended the constitution and democracy. The
perverse thing about the lese majeste law is that a person can still be “guilty” for telling the truth. It
is a law which tries to prevent open discussion. Court cases are heard in camera in a kangaroo
court. Human rights activist Da Torpedo was sentenced in such a court to 18 years in prison.

The Thai government has failed to show how I made any untrue statements in my book. Yet it
accuses me of “avoiding justice”. The same accusation is made against Jakrapop Penkare. Yet, who
are the real criminals in Thailand who avoid justice? They are the military and conservative elites
who use bully-boy tactics to destroy justice.

Sonti Boonyakarin and his fellow junta members, who staged the illegal coup in 2006 and committed
treason against the Thai people, are avoiding justice for the crimes they committed. He and his
mates are avoiding justice on charges of “conflict of interest and corruption”. They staged an illegal
coup and then appointed themselves to lucrative state enterprise and governmental positions. They
wrote their own constitution which made sure all governments must increase military spending.
They even used public money to stage the coup.

Ex-prime minister Surayut Julanon is avoiding justice for his violence and brutality in the May 1992
military crackdown against pro-democracy demonstrators. He is also avoiding justice on charges of
taking over land in a national park. He is corrupt because he took a position as an illegitimate prime
minister after the coup, drawing a salary from public funds.

King Pumipon is avoiding justice and has been doing so for decades. He knows how his brother died
because he was there and yet he gave false testimony about it. He allowed innocent people to be
executed. More recently he has become “unusually rich”, arising from his public position. He is now
the richest man in Thailand and the richest monarch in the world. He is avoiding justice for this and
for “failing to do his duty” in protecting democracy.

Prem Tinsulanon is avoiding justice for corruption. He still lives in a state-owned house despite
being retired. He “abused his power” by becoming an unelected prime minister in the 1980s and
“neglected his duty” to properly advise the king to protect democracy.

Sonti Limtongkul, Jamlong Simuang, Somsak Kosaisuk, Pipop Tongchai, Somkiat Pongpaiboon, Wira
Somkwamkit, Suriyasai Katasila, Kasit Pirom and the entire Peoples Alliance for Democracy “Yellow
Shirt” gang are avoiding justice for “violent acts“and”using weapons” on the streets of Bangkok.
They are avoiding justice for “wrecking Government House and blocking the airports”. They are
avoiding justice for “aiding and abetting an illegal coup” and for “causing a disturbance of the
peace” on the Cambodian border.
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Government politicians Abhisit Vejjajiva, Korn Jatikavanit, Sutep Tuaksuban and Satit
Wongnongtuay are avoiding justice for “aiding and abetting an illegal coup”, murdering
demonstrators in Bangkok in April 2009, “abusing their power and relationship with the military” to
set up an illegitimate government, “illegally abusing their power” to instigate widespread censorship
and they are also avoiding justice for a “conflict of interest” because they all stand to gain personally
from the illegal coup in 2006. Newin Chitchorp is also avoiding justice for “gangsterism” by setting
up the pro-government Blue Shirt thugs.

Yellow-shirt academics and NGO activists are avoiding justice for “aiding and abetting an illegal
coup” and “libelling” the Thai electorate by considering it stupid. They are avoiding justice for
having a “conflict of interest” in receiving wages from public funds for accepting positions on bodies
set up by the illegal junta. Members of the illegal junta government are also avoiding justice for this
crime.

Mainstream Thai media moguls are avoiding justice for the continuous libel of pro-democracy Red
Shirt activists, who are usually too poor to sue them.

The list of those avoiding justice goes on ... top politicians, army generals and police commanders
who killed people in the South at Takbai and Krue-Sa, in the war on drugs, in the 1992, 1976 and

1973 bloodbaths. Those who killed defence lawyer Somchai and social movement activists and the
capitalists who caused serious industrial accidents like the Kader fire etc., etc., etc...

Compare the above crimes with what I or Jakrapop or Da Torpedo are accused of.

One day, when we win democracy, we shall have to bring all those who are avoiding justice to court
to be tried by a jury of people randomly selected from the population. The old corrupt judges, who
are also avoiding justice, cannot be trusted.

P.S.
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