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India: Condemn atrocities against Rehna
Fathima
Monday 27 July 2020, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 24 July 2020).

Political Resolution Proposed by the Democratic Alliance for the Immediate Attention of
the Public and the Government against the Atrocities against Rehna Fathima.

We, who work in artistic, cultural and socio-political arenas strongly protest against the atrocities
perpetrated by the patriarchal values of society and the government against Rehna Fathima who has
been working for the democratic rights, gender equality of women and other marginalized people
over a decade.

We all know that Rahna’s strong and clear political stance in the struggle for sexuality and gender
justice has prompted the right wing cultural and self imposed moral police men, the Sangh Parivar
organizations and the government to turn against her. Rehna, who was legally prosecuted in
connection with the Sabarimala visit, was fired from her job following an internal inquiry and alleged
that she’d tarnished the image of the central government institution. The government has so far not
taken any action against those who called rude words on her, threatened and abused her on social
media, attacked her house and threatened to rape her daughter.

The question is whether we have been able to solve the psychological trauma of the attacks on
women and their families, the problems of these women, including Rehna face professionally and
legally, rather than parting the ways after the boastful declarations that this is a great advancement
on gender equality and that the women who have climbed Sabarimala are revolutionary stars. We
have a political responsibility to support women who have moved forward in the face of all legal,
personal, social and political issues that may arise from intervening in this matter. Those who
remain silent during the discussion of such emotionally provocative issues in the society not only put
forward the same moral argument, but also support the above mentioned aggressors.

The cultural and political consciousness of Kerala has taken the same narrow stance in the case
related to the video shared by Rehna on You-tube regarding the politics of the human body. The
progressive’ Kerala and the government have taken a political stand
supporting the patriarchal society which sees the female body as a sexual
object knocking down the entire struggle waged by women and gender-sexual
minorities and the rights gained through such struggles. We have seen that
the government authorities released the culprit of Palathayi rape case on
bail, neglecting the POCSO and other relevant sections on account of the
explicit evidence against the culprit who happens to be a BJP leader. The
same government included the POCSO and Juvenile Justice Act in the case
against Rehna when she was permitting her son to display his artistic talent
on her body at the request of her own children. Explicitly, Rehna’s politics
is body politics that questions the patriarchal systemic powers over the
female body, the moral codes that deny equality and the materialisation of
the female body. It ascertains a woman’s authority over her own body and
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considers the body itself as a political weapon. Anyone is free to agree or
disagree with her political views. But illegal cases, threats and mob
violence are all signs of a fascist society that has not yet developed a
sense of citizenship or a sense of equality. It is the responsibility of the
civil society and the democratic government to defend Rehna against the
attacks of the Sangh-Parivar or othermoral’ guardians.

Police have not been able to produce even a single piece of authentic proof for arresting her on a
serious charge of inciting religious hatred (295A) with the aim of instilling communal riots in the
society. Lucidly, Rehna is being targeted without taking any legal action in similar cases, is because
of her Muslim identity and independent lifestyle, challenging the traditional patriarchal norms. So
far we’ve been witnessing the skill of the Sangh Parivarin upholding the moral concepts by
suppressing the lives of queer/women that are not confined to the common social concepts. These
social injustices will remain intact if we do not move to stronger protests questioning the human
rights abuses they are experiencing at present.

Despite numerous reactions in support of Rehna on social media and in the press, she has not
received any assistance in pursuing the case in the High Court and the Supreme Court. Therefore,
we appeal to all those who believe in freedom of expression and women’s right to their own bodies,
for an active fellowship and cooperation to support her on this occasion.

We urge the general public and all friends working in the cultural and socio-political and
environmental spheres, to provide the necessary social, economic, emotional, legal and political
support to Rehna and other women who are struggling with their political stands on such issues and
to unite in the wider struggle for gender equality.

We urge the government of Kerala to withdraw all the false cases including the charges on the
Sabarimala case against Rehna and to take necessary steps to end the abuse of power by POCSO.

We demand strong legal action be taken against those who illegally made threats on social media,
attacking her BSNL quarters and threatening to rape her daughter.

We urge BSNL to rescind the dismissal of Rehna despite several legal explanations and presentation
of authentic evidence before the commission of enquiry.

We also urge BSNL to withdraw the action to expel Rehna and her family from BSNL quarters before
the final verdict on the petition filed by Rehna against her unfair dismissal.

We appeal to all those who stand for women’s rights and sexuality rights to support Rehna Fathima
and generate wider support on this issue, within your means and reach.

In Solidarity,
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