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India - International statement on Violence
at Jawaharlal Nehru University and Need to
remove Vice-Chancellor

Sunday 12 January 2020, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 12 January 2020).

We are shocked and horrified to learn of the terrible attack on the Jawaharlal Nehru
University on the evening on 5 January 202, by a group of armed goons who targeted a
peaceful gathering of teachers and students.

We note that this terrible event comes in the wake of a prolonged struggle by the students against a
fee hike that would force nearly half of them to abandon their studies, and after an even longer
series of protests by the faculty and students of JNU against the many arbitrary and illegal actions of
the JNU Vice Chancellor over nearly three years. We are extremely concerned at the apparent
failure of the Delhi Police (which is directly under the Home Ministry) to identify the perpetrators
despite much photographic and video evidence, to register the complaints made by faculty and
students about the attack, and the malicious attempt to pin the blame for the attack on some of the
victims.

It is clear to us that a Vice Chancellor who exposes his faculty and students to such terror and who is
guilty of many other actions undermining the academic and other functioning of the University,
cannot remain in office. As academics from universities across the world, we join those who demand
that the JNU Vice Chancellor should be removes forthwith, as he has lost all national and
international legitimacy.
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