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India and the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill -
Swelling Waves of Mass Protests: Reject NAA
/ NRC /NPR!

Sunday 22 December 2019, by SEN Sukla (Date first published: 20 December 2019).
The Beginning

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (CAB) [1] has now become the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 (CAA), having been notified in the Gazette [2], at midnight (Dec. 12/13), following the
grant of assent by the President on December 12, in turn preceded by its passage in the Lok Sabha
on Dec. 9 and then the Rajya Sabha on Dec. 11" [3].

Despite the huge asymmetry in terms of number, the Bill had been bitterly fought back both in the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha [4].

Mass Protests

The parliamentary endorsement of the Bill immediately sparked off street protests, nationwide.

[5].

Since then, mass protests, from its initial epicentre in the North-East, has spread far and wide, all
over the nation - very much including the national capital [6].

Police brutalities and vandalism have been reported from mainly BJP-ruled states: Assam, Tripura,
West Bengal, Delhi, U.P., Karnataka.

Over a dozen protesters have been reported Kkilled till now [7].
Global Condemnations

No less than the UN Chief himself has put on record his concern over the “fundamentally
discriminatory” nature of the Act concerned and the violence and state repression that followed [8].

The US administration has also conveyed its serious concerns [9].

Over 10,000 students, academicians and teachers from across the globe - including Noam Chomsky,
Judith Butler and Romila Thapar have condemned “in the strongest possible terms the police
brutality in Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi, and the ongoing illegal siege and curfew
imposed on Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh.”

A large number students and academics from the West have voiced strong disapproval of the
government actions [10].

Unfazed Regime


http://europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?auteur607

All these, as yet, have, however, failed to make any, whatever, meaningful impact on the incumbent
regime [11].

It remains undeterred by the fact that apart from the opposition ruled West Bengal, Kerala, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, even Bihar - ruled by a coalition of the JD(U) and the BJP itself, and Odisha
- ruled by a friendly B]D, have indicated that they would refuse to implement the CAA/NRC [12].

Implications of NRC+CAA

I. The CAA as a stand-alone measure has little significance (except in the North-East and, also, West
Bengal), other than symbolic.

II. It, however, singles out Muslims for exclusion.

The persecuted from the non-Muslim-majority neighbouring countries - Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Tibet/China, Bhutan etc., do not qualify.

Nor the persecuted Muslims - Ahmadiyas, Shias, Hazaras, Balochs etc., from the Muslim-majority
neighbouring countries.

II1. But, bundled with the National Register of Citizens (NRC), it is designed to send out the
(deceptive and) toxic message that the huge number of Hindus who would, certainly, be filtered out
by the NRC process, for want of “documents”, have nothing to worry - the CAA would take care of
them, and only the Muslims would be stripped of their citizenship and turned stateless.

IV. It’s quite another matter that even the filtered out Hindus, and other non-Muslims, in order to be
counted as Indian citizens will have to establish the claim of migration, in terms of “documents”,
from either Afghanistan or Bangladesh or Pakistan, to India, on or before Dec. 31 2014.

[13]

[14].

NPR: The Vital Link

Chastened by the experience of the NRC exercise in Assam, where 1.9 million, understandably
including a large number of Hindus, out of total 33 million applicants have found themselves,
eventually, filtered out [15], the Union Government has, this time, opted to, first, carry out a survey
in order to prepare a National Population Register (NPR) - containing biometric details of the
individuals, as the stepping stone towards the NRC [16].

Utility of the NPR

I. It’ll help delineate those to be targeted during the NRC exercise proper.
II. It'll create a biometric database to subsequently apprehend those filtered out by the NRC
process, from any corner of the land.

Apparent Illegality of the Planned NPR

The biometric data collection, unrelated to any state-run welfare schme (or linking with the PAN)
appears to go against even the Aadhaar judgement by the Indian Supreme Court, let alone the
(previous) one on privacy, recognising it as a fundamental right of a citizen.

This deserves to be also legally challenged on the ground of being violative of privacy rights.
Regardless of how the Court is going to respond.



The Real Driver

The real intent and purpose of the CAA-reinforced NRC is, by threatening an ethnic cleansing by
specifically targeting Indian Muslims, to trigger and perpetuate a civil war-like situation - by stirring
up panic, rage and hatred, across religious divides, in order to mobilise the Hindus as “Hindus” -
drowning out all other competing identities linked to gender, ethnicity, language, caste, class, age-
group etc., in turn, to dismantle the “India” that had been brought into being by the epic Indian
freedom struggle to make way for a “Hindu Rashtra” - a Hindu majoritarian state, denuded of all
vestiges of substantive democracy and pluralism.

[17].

It’s, however, a huge misconception that the NRC process would leave the Hindus, the poorer ones
in particular, just unharmed.

Even the (huge number of) Hindus, who would be filtered out by the NRC process - for lack of
(difficult to produce) “documents”, in order to regain citizenship, would, under the CAA, have to
establish the claim of migration from either Afghanistan or Bangladesh or Pakistan to India, on or
before Dec. 31" 2014, in terms of “documents”.

Hence...
Conclusion

Unless all the myriad ongoing protests - sweeping the land, gradually coalesce, grow and culminate
into a really powerful civil disobedience movement, for which some sundry players have already
issued calls [18], “India” is, for sure, doomed.

It would, most likely, be even worse than mere Pakistanisation of India.

Conversely, a powerful counter movement can help “India” bounce back, as had happened in the
wake of Indira Gandhi’s spectacular electoral defeat, post-Emergency.

In fact, the ongoing mass protests, cutting across religious divides, have already, to a significant
extent, has undermined the fiendish scheme of the regime to trigger a religious civil war.

But, finally, the NPR-NRC project has got to be scuttled.
That is only how “India” can be pulled back from the very brink of the abyss it has been dragged to.

Sukla Sen
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