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The defence of the Amazon is a fight for the
future of the earth – Statement from Mexico
Sunday 25 August 2019, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 24 August 2019).

“I don’t want flowers at my funeral, because I know they will be taken from the forest.” Chico
Mendes

Although the destruction of the Amazon rainforest was already an alarming issue for decades, with
the acceleration of this process due to the negligence of the government of the extreme rightist Jair
Bolsonaro, but above all to its direct complicity with agribusiness, livestock and mining companies, it
becomes even more urgent is that our species takes decisive measures to stop the catastrophe. In
turn, this highlights the organic link between environmental devastation and the prevailing political
and economic relations: the fate of our planet and our civilization should not be left to a system that
promotes private gain at the expense of the common good.

It is imperative to understand that, although the deforestation of the Amazon most directly affects
the peoples of the nine countries that host it, especially the indigenous peoples who form part of the
forest, its degradation and destruction has regional and global impacts. It contains about 20% of the
planet’s fresh water, is one of the most bio-diverse ecoregions and constitutes one of the most
important carbon stores in the world, so the loss of this ecosystem not only deprives humanity of
multiple material and intangible contributions to its well-being, but also alters the planetary living
conditions under which both our species and those on which we depend have evolved.

Of particular concern is the immediate impact that the release of tons of greenhouse gases,
produced by the combustion of the forest biomass, will have on global warming, especially when,
according to the estimates of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, we are in the
limitation period to carry out the necessary civilizational transformations to strengthen some
possibility that planetary change does not impede our life as we know it. Bolsonaro, in the manner of
a disastrous Brazilian Donald Trump, denies scientific evidence and, along with his racist,
misogynist, anti-secular, anti-worker and anti-sexual diversity policies, erodes environmental
regulations for the benefit of extractive companies , which is why articulating a broad political
opposition to his regime and its international supporters is key to the future of the Amazon
rainforest and humanity.

We who subscribe to this statement, call for internationalist solidarity with the indigenous
communities of the Amazon, especially with the thousands of women who marched in Brasilia to
defend it; with the agroecological movements, with the scientific community that resists reactionary
obscurantism, with the workers of the countryside and the city who oppose the resurgence of
neoliberalism, with the students who take to the streets and, in general, with all sectors inside and
outside Brazil that fight for the jungle and for humanity. It is important that, at the same time, we
put pressure on governments and the United Nations Organization itself to take actions to stop and
mitigate fires, while identifying and ceasing the promotion of companies and sectors directly
benefiting from the destruction of the Amazon jungle.
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As for Mexico, which, like Brazil, is part of the group of mega-diverse countries, threats to
biocultural wealth through government policy are also a challenge. As part of a global contest for the
future, it is up to us to question, challenge and oppose in an organized manner the Tren Maya,
Corredor Ferroviario Transístmico, “Sembrando Vida” and the Proyecto Integral Morelos which,
together with the Special Economic Zones and agricultural projects, roads, tourism, energy, port
and mining still in progress, maintain the neo-liberal and extractivist orientation that benefits a
minority at the expense of the welfare of ecosystems, communities and the working population. In
Mexico, we also fight for the Earth contesting the present and seeking to have a dignified future,
without exploitation, misery or extermination: Our struggle is for life!
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