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Scotland in solidarity with Catalonia - Defend
Catalan Democracy: Stop The Repression

Thursday 12 April 2018, by FAGAN Veronica (Date first published: 10 April 2018).

The question of Catalonia has had ridiculously little coverage in the British media recently,
though Scotland has been to some extent an exception. This is partly because there are
parallels between the national questions in Scotland and Catalonia - and consequently a
stronger solidarity movement there than in England or Wales, writes Veronica Fagan. But
its also partly because of the particular attack on former Catalan Education Minister, Clara
Ponsati who works at St Andrews University.

Ponsanti turned up voluntarily at an Edinburgh police station after the authorities in Madrid issued a
European arrest warrant was against her, She was bailed after a 10 minute hearing at the city’s
sherrif’s court . As she was greeted by supporters, her lawyer, Aamer Anwar spoke outside the court
saying: “Clara wishes for me to state that these charges are politically motivated and a grotesque
distortion of the truth. She cannot believe that she is being held responsible for the violence that
took place on the day of the referendum.”

Meanwhile a Scottish wide demonstration has been called for Saturday April 14. The Scottish
Socialist Party Executive Committee has called for a mobilisation of its members for this
demonstration and has issued the statement of solidarity with Catalonia below:

The Scottish Socialist Party offers its solidarity to those Catalans resisting the undemocratic and
repressive response of the Spanish government to their democratic demand to determine their
future relationship with the Spanish state.

We condemn the brutal police response to those protesting the continued victimisation of elected
politicians for carrying out their mandate in organising the independence referendum last year.
Such brutality, cloaked in the language of legality, is part of a long and dishonourable tradition of
the Spanish state violently suppressing movements for change.

Having failed to defeat Catalan pro-independence parties at the ballot box in December, Rajoy’s
government, whose party secured only 4% in those elections, have now moved to use their domestic
courts and the judiciaries of other European countries to imprison prominent leaders of the
independence movement. Currently eight sacked Ministers languish in jail and others are now facing
court action across Europe as Spain demands their return. Facing trumped up charges of ‘Rebellion
and Misuse of Public Funds’ they could face up to thirty years in jail.

The response to these events have again underlined the hypocrisy at the heart of the European
Union which proclaims itself to be at the heart of a democratic Europe yet supports these profoundly
undemocratic actions in Spain. For those in the independence movement in Scotland the actions of
the EU highlights again the danger of basing our strategy for change on independence being our
way back into an institution so lacking in democracy that acts at the behest of the ruling classes of
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Europe.

We welcome the solidarity movement that has developed in Scotland, which has recently been thrust
to the centre of these events by the threatened extradition of the former Catalan Minister, Clara
Ponsati. Protests, demonstrations and fundraising for her legal costs have demonstrated the scale of
opposition to the arrest warrant and placed pressure on the Scottish Government to publicly criticise
the actions of the Spanish government, however feebly. Currently on bail, Clara will return to face a
final hearing in the coming weeks. The SSP will continue to play its part in the campaign to ensure
her release.

The SSP supports the rights of the people of Catalonia to determine their own future free from state
repression and violence. We encourage others to support us in that demand and get involved in
solidarity events in the coming weeks.

Veronica Fagan

Defend Catalan Democracy: Stop The Repression
National Demonstration
Saturday April 14" 1pm Buchanan Street, Glasgow

Hosted by Catalan Defence Committee Scotland
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