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Migrant Labour – Saudi Arabia says it has
deported more than 250,000 foreign migrant
workers
Tuesday 14 February 2017, by Associated Press (Date first published: 22 January 2014).

Interior ministry says migrants deported since start of crackdown in November were
residing in country illegally.

Saudi Arabia says it has deported more than 250,000 foreign migrant workers from the kingdom
over the past three months.

The interior ministry said late on Tuesday that the foreigners had been residing in the country
illegally and were in violation of labour laws. It did not elaborate.

The deportations began after 4 November with a nationwide campaign targeting many of the
kingdom’s 9 million migrant labourers after years of lax law enforcement.

Many of those deported were Ethiopians accused of crossing into Saudi Arabia illegally through its
southern border with Yemen. Most foreign workers in the kingdom are from India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia and the Philippines, as well as Egypt and Yemen.

Saudi authorities say deporting illegal foreign migrants will open more jobs for its own citizens.

Associated Press in Riyadh

P.S.

* Wednesday 22 January 2014 13.59 GMT First published on Wednesday 22 January 2014 13.59
GMT:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/22/saudi-arabia-deported-foreign-migrant-workers

* Since you’re here …
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but far fewer are
paying for it. And advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. So you can see why we
need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time,
money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters –
because it might well be your perspective, too.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to pay for it, our future would be much more
secure.
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