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Make garment factories in Bangladesh safe
Wednesday 8 May 2013, by LabourStart (Date first published: 26 April 2013).

A LabourStart campaign in partnership with IndustriALL Global Union, which represents
50 million workers in 140 countries across supply chains in mining, energy and
manufacturing sectors at the global level. IndustriALL Global Union was founded in
Copenhagen on June 19, 2012.

Hundreds of garment workers were killed and injured when an 8 story building housing five textile
factories collapsed on 24 April.

Large structural cracks appeared in the Rana Plaza the day before and an evacuation order was
given. The building and factory owners ignored the warning and insisted work continue hours before
the building collapsed.

This, the worst ever, industrial accident in Bangladesh comes only months after more than one
hundred garment workers died in two factory fires.

Working for a minimum wage of US$38 per month, less than one percent of garment workers in
Bangladesh are represented by a union. The Labour Law leaves workers unable to join a union and
fight for safe workplaces, improved working conditions and better wages.

IndustriALL Global Union and IndustriALL Bangladesh Council is calling on the government to take
urgent action to guarantee freedom of association and improve building and fire safety and the
minimum wage for the more than 3 million garment workers in Bangladesh.

Send your message supporting these demands to the Bangladesh Prime Minister and Minister for
Labour and Employment today.

To sign and send the letter:
http://www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=1813
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