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Statement by Algerians, survivors, family or
friends of victims of fundamentalist violence
on the affair Gita Sahgal vs Amnesty
International / Moazzam Begg
Tuesday 16 November 2010, by Collective / Multiple signers (Date first published: 14 February 2010).

On February 7 an interview of Gita Sahgal, Head of the Gender Unit in Amnesty
International was published in the Sunday Times. She talked about the support given by
her organization to Moazzam Begg, a former Guantanamo prisoner, supporter of the
Taliban’s societal project, allegedly involved with Al Quaeda.

Gita Sahgal sent several memos to the highest instances in her organization regarding the
status and legitimization that A.I.’s close links with Begg granted him

G.S. was suspended immediately after her interview was released.

STATEMENT

We, Algerians, survivors, family or friends of victims of fundamentalist violence and violations in
Algeria,

Informed of the stand publicly taken by a senior officer of an international human rights organization
in a desperate attempt to demand answers to her questions regarding the relationship between her
organization and a former Guantanamo prisoner, supporter of the Taliban’s societal project, going
far beyond the defense of his basic human rights which, the senior officer condones and considers
legitimate.

Thank and praise this officer for keeping up with the ideal and mission of human rights and for
daring to challenge the ideological confusion between defending the rights of fundamentalists and
giving them the legitimacy and status of defenders of rights and offering them a political platform,

Testify to the fact

That, for the past two decades at the very least, we repeatedly drew the attention of major human
rights organizations to this burning issue, questioned their policies and had major confrontations
with them – in vain,

That violations committed in our country by fundamentalists armed groups were grossly under
reported (despite documentation and testimonies made available to mainstream human rights
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organizations) and their victims mostly left without defense, while State violations committed
against fundamentalists were highlighted and the defense of their human rights taken up,

That we repeatedly denounced this hierarchy among victims of human rights violations – in vain,

And that, on several occasions, sanctions (ranging from official blame to plain expulsion from the
organization) were taken against members of human rights organizations that attempted to raise
this issue internally.

We do hope that the courageous and selfless action of this senior officer will be the occasion for all
human rights organizations to reconsider their policies vis a vis fundamentalists who, as
perpetrators of violations, cannot be considered defenders of rights, as well as vis a vis victims of
fundamentalist violence and violations who should not be considered a lesser brand of victims.
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